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HIS LIFE WAS MUSIC

(Szilveszter Okovacs)

IF THERE EXISTS A HUNGARIAN CONDUCTORS WHO DESERVES TO BE NEWLY DESCO-
VERED, IT WOULD BE FERENC FRICSAY, BORN 100 YEARS AGO (9TH AUGUST 1914). IN
ANY CASE HE DESERVES IT. AN UNFAIR SHORT TIME HE GOT BY THE DESTINY, JUST 48
YEARS. - ONLY DURING FOUR YEARS (1945 - 1949) HE WORKED AS CONDUCTOR IN THE
OPERA HOUSE AND FURTHER OF THE ORCHESTRA OF BUDAPEST. - VERY YOUNG, JUST
24 YEARS OLD, FRICSAY STARTED HIS CAREER IN SZEGED WITH THE LOCAL MILITARY
ORCHESTRA AND AS HEAD OF THE PHILHARMONY, WHERE HE GATHERED 10 YEARS OF
EXPERIENCE. - AFTER THE WORLD WAR II HE WAS 4 YEARS IN BUDAPEST. - 1947 HE
GOT AN INVITATION TO THE FESTIVAL OF SALZBURG AND WAS APPRECIATED WORLD-
WIDE BY HIS WORLD PREMIERE OF "DANTONS TOD” COMPOSED BY GOTTFRIED v. EINEM.
- HIS CAREER WAS NOT TO RETARD ANYMORE: FROM 1949 HE WAS LEADER OF THE
“BERLINER OPER” AND OF THE RIAS SYMPHONY ORCHRESTRA. FROM 1952 IN ADDITION
HE TRAVELLED TO THE GREAT CITIES OF WESTERN EUROPE ALSO NORTH- AND SOUTH-
AMERICA AS WELL AS ISRAEL.- BETWEEN 1956 AND 1958 HE CONDUCTED AS GENERAL
MUSIC DIRECTOR THE OPERA OF MUNICH. AN INCURABLE ILLNES (RESULTING SOME
YEARS LATER HIS EARLY DEATH) INTERRUPTED HIS CAREER.

FRICSAY WAS SEPARATED FROM HIS HOMELAND WHILE THE IRON CURTAIN MADE THE
BORDER UNPASSABLE, - THE REASON THAT THE PUBLIC OF HIS NATIVE COUNTRY DOES
NOT KNOW A LOT ABOUT HIM. - UNNUMERABLE RECORDINGS OF HIM EXISTS WORLD
WIDE. - IT IS HIS MERIT THAT DGG HAS BECOME ONE OF THE LEADING RECORDING
COMPANIES. AFTER THE SECOND WORLD WAR ALMOST THE ENTIRE CLASSICAL REPER-
TOIRE HAS BEEN REALIZED BY FRICSAY. IN REASON OF HIS CENTANARY DGG RELEASED
ALL HIS ORCHESTRAL RECORDINGS IN A BOX. - THE CONDUCTOR STOOD UP FOR HIS
FAVORITE TWO HUNGARIAN COMPOSERS, BELA BARTOK AND ZOLTAN KODALY, TO MAKE
THEIR COMPOSITIONS INTERNATIONALKNOWN. NOT ONLY WITH HIS OWN ORCHESTRA
HAD HE PLAYED THEIR COMPOSITIONS, BUT ALMOST WITHOUT EXCEPTION BY GUEST
PERFORMANCES. HE CONDUCTED “HERZOG BLAUBART'S BURG”, "PSALMUS HUNGARICUS”
AND IN LUZERN THE WORLD PREMIERE OF KODALYS SYMPHONY (THE VERY LAST COMPO-
SITION OF KODALY). EVEN HE LIVED FAR AWAY FROM HUNGARY FERENC FRICSAY WAS
ALWAYS ATTEMPTED TO INTEGRATE HUNGARIAN ARTISTS IN HIS MUSICAL ENVIRON-
MENT FOR COOPERATION AS EXEMPLE ANNI FISCHER, GEZA ANDA, PAULA TAKACS,
JOZSEF SIMANDY, TOMAS VASARY AND JANOS KULKA. IMRE PALLO AND ELSA SCHILLER
BELONGED TO THE CIRCLE OF HIS CLOSEST FRIENDS.



















